UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
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FIGURE 1    U.S. high school graduates: projections for 1984-1999. SOURCE: Based on
McConnell and Kaufman (1984).

period. All but 10 states share in the decrease, which in absolute num-
bers is a decline of approximately 590,000 high school graduates from a
base of 2.712 million. Figure 1 shows that the decrease in graduates
varies widely among regions of the country between 1984 and 1999.

Comparison of the future population of high school students with
the current geographical distribution of engineering students reveals a
new dimension of the problem that lies ahead. In 1981-1982, half of the
B,S. degrees in engineering nationally were awarded by only 45
schools, all of them graduating more than 400 engineering students. Of
those schools, about 60 percent are located in the North Central and
Northeastern regions of the country, where population decreases are
projected to be the most severe. Fifteen of the 45 colleges are in Massa-
chusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, states in which the
high school population will decrease an average of 40 percent between
1982 and 1993. Thus, these highly industrialized and of ten "high-tech"
North Central and Northeastern areas could be severely affected by the
projected demographic shifts.